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Extremely High Hopes

Full-contact hoops played on trampolines? The idea’s so crazy that it might work

EY JACK MCCALLUM

WELVE FEET off the floor,

just @bour ar gye level with the

top of the backiboand, Sean Jack-

son, aleg Inches, has a decision o make.
Should he put down & conventonal dlam?
i doess e have sufficient hang tme o do
2 360 and pan ghe ball betwesn his legs be-
fome dunbang? Inches decides that he doecs,
aned sepands later a snsdio sudience of abous
280 has witnessed Hamballs frst cfficial Mac
sasy, Jackson's name for his patented dunk
Yoo toa, will be able (o wimess Tuches
fear plus those of Gheno Bird, Tank and Li-
F;::[d_n:ﬂ.l.n this summer when Slamball, ballad
as the warld's first extrems team h:_‘uﬂ_\-'.ﬂ!
air an THM. The sax-feam nrund-roboil oom-
pesiticn was held repenty in a specially oon-
erructed arena in Los Angeles—specislly con-
smacted since even 2 highther like facksan
revds A rangdine o get thas
much gir. Competitoes have
been sweorn 1o alence abour
the resclis, Find a player
|;"||:||,I§I'__ and hie will el you

Slamball
looks like

S was former Phaladet-
phia 7hers president Pat
Crace, whi bas joined the
Slarnball progeet 2 am advis-

st Inchess durik, and prob- @ JIV@-2CHON  er o Tollin/Rebbins Produc-
ably pne bhe made himself = tions and Telepichres Pro-
Elamball loaks like a live- ‘FJﬂﬂﬂ' gﬂﬂ'E" durtians Croce had Baonme
actian vides game, which whichic the ?-':'!-\.':- J':_-I!T:.'i:.i.! G
is exarily Che point “Ay gen- mizssiomer and full-time aliber-
eragen feels disenfranchisad Eﬁ'ﬂcﬂf mﬂ guy cheerlemder. “Hit hins!
from :‘*nn'.'mll'r\-n.n:. team Fﬂiﬂfr Dk ham 1" Croge sereamed
sports, says asan Goodon. durng the actiom.
27, Slumballs James ®ai- RN DR Vi Slamball g piayed with

smith. “This i a sport for

those kads who were broushin up with com-
puter games bt srill like sction” Coming
across a Slamball pame, s actor Ben Soller
did during the taping. one will suddenly
e a plaver pege-sticking off the floor and
depositing a dunk from well shove the bas:
kit The plavers wear padded headgear and
Hollerball=sque p.-_-.'l.t Ralis can be played
off the Plexglas sumounding the court. The
eifect is surreal, Stiller, who was filming a
mavie ut o nearby studso, was mansfied.

10-foat-ligh boskets on a
court 55 feer wide aisd 94 feet long. But there
= an element of hockey too: Playerss can
he checked when not in the Slam Zomne.
the area near the hasket formed by four lasge
rrampalines. *T played o lot of games |ike
this at the ¥ sy me MBAct Reggie Theus,
wha did eedor commsentary. “Take in oo the
hieop, and get the crap knocked out of you.”

Gordon designed the game so that the
majority of action takes place in the Slam
Zorse, The shot dock is 15 ssconds, so ac-

PFat backdng Croceis a
Slamball adviser and 1he new
apoit's uncfficial chesrlaader,

tan is almast constnuous. In the
game's typical confrottation, an of-
funsive player boanees off the wood
{ane hop 15 allowed here, whereas
nzzay hops are allpwed i the NBRA)
apta ane of the wamns and chal-
|¢|;§g'5 the last defender, called the
srogpeT. The stopper = allwed to
goaltend und make sontast with
the affensive player. Springing high
aff the wamp—gening “gnarmmons
ainy” as |'|in_l.' by play man Pat Par-
el deseribes it—is crowd -pleas-
ing, bt aften the barde 13 wan by
the guick jumper, the player whi
springs i the hoap and g=ts aff the
clam hefnre the stapper is at the
apex of his defending emp,

Cme thing Slamball is ned: pro
wrestling, "We hegan with the iden
that thepe wisild be fghring, same sovipried
back stories and much mane poshonng,” sos
Mliee Tallin, a direczar (Samirer Ciarch ), Jar-
duer [ Varty Sl and the man foer whom
Gardon was working as a gofer when Gor
dom drew up the pame. *Frrungtely, cvene
o who e thes test tapes sad, "Gt red af
imat snaff) S0 we i

Crooe, 47, has more or bess adopaed Inch-
g5, pounseling him thiat lan-fnendly players
are the key o surcesd. “He's Ty Bulsha
Chuck” Crocs savs, wsing o nickname of
Allen Tvergan, o wisom Croee was close
winen ke ran the Sixem, The 5' 117 Jackson,
%7 has goalked U Every wiord, *Twe been
hooping on the plavground my whebs life.
bug 1 kriosw this is m:,'ful.u.n:," he said,

Well, there™s no gusraniees thal Flwnaball
is America’s future, ard —Craee notwith-
sranding —the game 1snt Ji!u.'l:.' R T
the inserest of the graybeand crowd. But
times have chaged, “Peaple said theve was
nix Toam an the meantain for snowhogard-
era,” sy Tollln, “and now they're winning
gold medals” I



